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House Correspondents Association; and Gov.
George W. Bush of Texas.

Statement on Violent Crime
May 5, 1996

For 5 straight years before I took office,
violent crime increased in America. Because
of our tough and smart decisions to put more
cops on the street and get kids, guns, and
drugs off the street, we are now beginning
to reverse the trend in violent crime.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Iraq
May 4, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use

of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution
(Public Law 102–1), and as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain
Iraq’s compliance with the resolutions adopt-
ed by the U.N. Security Council.

The Government of Iraq remains far from
compliance with its obligations under appli-
cable Security Council resolutions. The U.N.
Special Commission (UNSCOM) Chairman
Ekeus remarked recently in Washington that
Iraq may be hiding up to 16 SCUD missiles,
possibly armed with biological warheads.
Iraqi officials blatantly violated Security
Council resolutions in March when they re-
peatedly obstructed UNSCOM officials at-
tempting to search buildings in Baghdad for
weapons of mass destruction material. Iraqi
officials may have removed or destroyed in-
criminating material during the delay. In a
report released on April 11, UNSCOM ex-
pressed its concern that Iraq may still be en-
gaged in weapons activities prohibited under
Security Council Resolution 687. Iraq contin-
ues to evade its duty to return looted Kuwaiti
property and help account for hundreds of
civilians who disappeared in Kuwait during
the occupation. Iraq still provides refuge for
known terrorists. The Security Council took
all these factors into account in maintaining
sanctions without change at its March 8 re-
view.

Saddam Hussein’s unwillingness to comply
with the norms of international behavior ex-
tends to his regime’s continuing threat to
Iraqi citizens throughout the country. We
and our coalition partners continue to en-
force the no-fly zones over northern and
southern Iraq as part of our efforts to deter
Iraq’s use of aircraft against its population.
Iraq’s repression of its southern Shi’a popu-
lation continues, with policies aimed at de-
stroying the Marsh Arabs’ way of life as well
as the ecology of the southern marshes.

The human rights situation throughout
Iraq remains unchanged. Saddam Hussein
shows no signs of complying with U.N. Secu-
rity Council Resolution 683, which demands
that Iraq cease the repression of its own peo-
ple. The U.N. Human Rights Commission
(UNHRC) recently adopted a strongly-word-
ed resolution condemning ‘‘massive and ex-
tremely grave violations of human rights’’
carried out by the Government of Iraq. The
resolution draws heavily from the report of
the Special Rapporteur of the UNHRC. The
resolution also continues the mandate of the
Special Rapporteur. Parliamentary elections
held in late March were as much a farce as
last November’s ‘‘Referendum’’ on Saddam
Hussein’s rule. Candidates were required to
pledge their loyalty to Saddam Hussein and
his Ba’ath Party in order to be eligible. All
legitimate international observers and Iraqi
opposition groups rejected the legitimacy of
both the process and the outcome of the
elections.

The United States, together with inter-
national and humanitarian relief organiza-
tions, continues to provide humanitarian as-
sistance to the people of northern Iraq. Secu-
rity conditions in northern Iraq remain tenu-
ous at best, with Iranian and PKK activity
adding to the ever-present threat from Bagh-
dad. We continue to facilitate talks between
the two major Kurdish groups in an effort
to help them resolve their differences and
increase stability in northern Iraq.

Pursuant to Security Council Resolution
986, Iraq is authorized to sell a prescribed
amount of oil for the purchase of humani-
tarian supplies. Discussions between U.N.
and Iraqi officials on implementation of the
Resolution continued in April. It remains un-
clear whether Iraq is serious about imple-

VerDate 28-OCT-97 10:39 Jan 07, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P19MY4.006 p19my4


